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VISUALIZING 
EARTH SYSTEMS



W
hat does it mean to see the world through eyes 
informed by the geosciences? Earth scientists use many 
types of visualizations—graphic representations of data 

and information—to show what we know about how our planet’s 
geosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, and biosphere interact.

Earth Science Week 2015 focuses on the theme of “Visualizing 
Earth Systems,” exploring visualization methods ranging from 
traditional charts, graphs, diagrams, illustrations, and still images to 
videos, computer-generated animations, and 3D-printed creations. 
The celebration’s learning resources and activities are engaging 
young people and others in investigating many ways of visualizing 
Earth systems.

What will dazzle you? Start with a visit to the Earth Science Week  
website (www.earthsciweek.org). Check out new links to educational  
resources and information. Engage young people and others in 
discovering how geoscience reveals natural change processes.

And keep learning about Earth science throughout the school year. 
Use this calendar, which features education resources, important 
geoscience dates, and exciting academic activities. Connect to 
geoscience learning all year long!

Geoff Camphire
Outreach Programs Manager
American Geosciences Institute
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T
his year, you’re invited to join the tens of 
millions of participants in all 50 states and 
nations worldwide who are celebrating 

Earth Science Week. This exciting event has grown 
steadily in momentum and participation since the 
American Geosciences Institute held the first Earth 
Science Week in 1998.

Every year, people in schools, workplaces, civic 
centers, and elsewhere celebrate Earth Science 
Week to help build public understanding and 
appreciation of the Earth sciences, promote 
recognition of the value of Earth science research,  
and encourage stewardship of the planet. Earth 
Science Week serves the geoscience community 
by:

• Giving students new opportunities to 
discover the Earth sciences,

• Highlighting the contributions made by  
the geosciences to society,

• Publicizing the message that Earth science 
is all around us,

• Encouraging responsible stewardship of  
the planet through an understanding of 
Earth processes,

• Providing a forum where geoscientists can 

share their knowledge and enthusiasm 
about the Earth and how it works, and

• Making learning about Earth science fun!

Whether you are a faculty member, student, 
parent, geoscientist, or ordinary citizen, you can 
play a leading role in Earth Science Week. On 
the event’s website at www.earthsciweek.org, 
you’ll find ideas and tips for planning activities 
at your school or workplace, along with 
contact information for geoscience resources 
in your area where you can work with local 
geoscientists to plan activities.

In addition, this calendar features a variety of 
exciting activities that you can conduct—in 
the schoolyard, at home, or elsewhere in the 
community—to explore the theme “Visualizing 
Earth Systems.” This year’s theme encourages 
people everywhere to learn about the dynamic 
interactions of the planet’s natural systems.

Let us know how you are planning to celebrate! 
Send us an email at info@earthsciweek.org. 
Celebrate Earth Science Week:

OCTOBER 11-17, 2015!

Linking to Earth Science Week

How can you get involved? Explore the Earth  
Science Week website at www.earthsciweek 
.org. You’ll find a host of tools designed to 
make your event experience easy, fun, and 
rewarding!

On the website, you’ll see a list of tips to help 
you share your Earth science knowledge with 
young people, lead an excursion, or attend an 
event in your area: A planning checklist, tips for 
fundraising, recommendations for working with 
the news media, ideas for events, educational 
activities, ways to get official recognition, 
downloadable logos and images, kit ordering 
information, a map of potential partners and 
activities near you, and much more.

To stay up-to-date on the latest developments 
and upcoming activities, subscribe to the Earth  
Science Week Update electronic newsletter at 
www.earthsciweek.org. Check it out!
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