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St. Kilda Geosite is home to animals that range from endangered puffins to the island's own 

species of field mice. A geopark or site is a designated area of international geological 

significance and is managed with protection, education, and sustainable development. St. Kilda 

is a great example of this. 

St. Kilda was formed from volcanic activity caused by the stretching of the upper mantle 

and crust of the Eurasian tectonic plate, 65 million years ago. The magma compositions created 

two main types of rocks, silicon pink granite and magnesium-rich dark grey gabbros. 11,000 

years ago in the last ice age, glaciers shaped the steep, rocky, landscape, which to this day is still 

being changed by natural weathering.  

This amazing place draws in 5,000 visitors each summer. Not only do these visitors 

generate funds to help maintain St. Kilda, but visitors often visit the mainland, which helps the 

local businesses. Some sites on the islands visitors come to see are the rocky cliffs, the largest 

seabird colonies in Europe, the rock houses uninhabited for nearly 90 years, and the evidence of 

Norse habitation. There is also Village Bay, the cliffs, and all of its flora and fauna. 

Unfortunately, the islands are under threat from global warming. The rising temperatures 

are causing a decline in seabird populations, some of which are vital to St. Kilda’s stable 

economy. Luckily, St. Kilda is managed by the National Trust for Scotland. The NTS helps 

conserve natural resources such as endangered puffins, wild soay sheep, and their very own 

species of wren and field mice.  

Seabirds calling out as you sail away. The ocean waves crash against light pink granite. 

The weathered rocks crying out in silent protest as they slowly, agonizingly wear away. This 

breathtaking, natural land. Protected forever. 
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